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Submission Guidelines

Entry Categories and Award Categories

Morisawa Award

This award is presented to works that pursue original-
ity and aesthetic excellence.

The competition is divided into Japanese, Latin,
Simplified Chinese, Traditional Chinese, and Hangeul
categories. Entrants are allowed to enter multiple
categories, and there is no limit on the number of sub-
missions.

Awardees will receive a certificate and a trophy, as
well as an additional cash prize as a supplementary
award.

Japanese category:

Gold Prize; JPY 1 million (1 work)

Silver Prize; JPY 500,000 (1 work)

Bronze Prize; JPY 300,000 (1 work)
Honorable Mention; JPY 50,000 (5 works)

Latin category:

Gold Prize; JPY 1 million (1 work)

Silver Prize; JPY 500,000 (1 work)

Bronze Prize; JPY 300,000 (1 work)
Honorable Mention; JPY 50,000 (5 works)

Simplified Chinese category:

Gold Prize; JPY 1 million (1 work)

Silver Prize; JPY 500,000 (1 work)

Bronze Prize; JPY 300,000 (1 work)
Honorable Mention; JPY 50,000 (5 works)

Traditional Chinese category:

Gold Prize; JPY 1 million (1 work)

Silver Prize; JPY 500,000 (1 work)

Bronze Prize; JPY 300,000 (1 work)
Honorable Mention; JPY 50,000 (5 works)

Hangeul category:

Gold Prize; JPY 1 million (1 work)

Silver Prize; JPY 500,000 (1 work)

Bronze Prize; JPY 300,000 (1 work)
Honorable Mention; JPY 50,000 (5 Works)

Fan Favorite

The winner of the Fan Favorite award will be deter-
mined through a public voting process via the web,
scheduled to take place around December 2024.

This award is open to works entered in the Morisawa
Award. Entry to the Fan Favorite voting is optional.
Winners will be honored with a certificate and a tro-

phy.

Japanese category:
1st and 2nd highest number of votes (1 work each)

Latin category:
1st and 2nd highest number of votes (1 work each)

Simplified Chinese category:
1st and 2nd highest number of votes (1 work each)

Traditional Chinese category:
1st and 2nd highest number of votes (1 work each)

Hangeul category:
1st and 2nd highest number of votes (1 work each)

Entry Sheet

Please submit your entries according to the format
specifications for each category. You can download the
detailed specifications as a compressed zip file from
the official website.

Be aware that entries significantly deviating from the
format specifications will be considered disqualified
and will not be eligible for judging. The eligibility or
disqualification of submissions will be determined by
the secretariat, based on these entry rules and the
separately established format specifications.

How to Enter

Submit your entries via the official website and upload
your work files (submission opens on May 14, 2024).
There is no entry fee. Submissions by mail will not be
accepted.

1. Register as an entrant on the official website.

2. Obtain an ‘Entry ID" and include it on your work.

3. Submit your work through the official website.
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Schedule

Submission Period: May 14, 2024 to August 29, 2024
(JST).
Fan Favorite Voting: Scheduled for around December
2024.

Results Announcement: Expected around February
2025.

*The winners and finalists of each category will be
announced on the official website, official social me-
dia platforms, and the Morisawa corporate website.
Following the announcement of the judging results,
works other than those mentioned above will not be
published.

Judging of Morisawa Award

Judging will be conducted rigorously with the ano-
nymity of the entrants’ names maintained.

Judges of Morisawa Award
Three judges per category
Two emeritus judges

[Latin category]
Laura Meseguer
Ilya Ruderman
Indra Kupferschmid

[Japanese category]
Osamu Torinoumi
Ryoko Nishizuka
Issay Kitagawa

[Simplified Chinese category]
Zhu Zhiwei

Chen Rong

Liu Xiaoxiang

[Traditional Chinese category]
Masaaki Hiromura

Julius Hui

Wan Chun Ho

[Hangeul category]
Wujin Sim

Sulki Choi

Bon Min

[The Emeritus Judges]
Cyrus Highsmith
Matthew Carter

Eligibility

Open to individuals or groups. There are no specific
restrictions regarding nationality or other criteria.
Employees of Morisawa Inc. and its group companies
are not eligible to enter.

Conditions and Restrictions for Entries
(Prohibited Matters)

All entries are considered to comply with these con-
ditions upon submission, and it is assumed that they
meet these criteria. Disqualification may occur even
after the results have been announced if it is discov-
ered that an entry does not comply with the following
conditions.

Conditions:

+ Only unpublished (*) original works are accepted.
(*) The following are not considered as published:

+ Designs announced on university or educational in-
stitution websites.

« Designs shared on personal blogs or social media.

+ Designs mentioned in third-party interviews.

Restrictions (Prohibited Matters):

« Imitations of existing typefaces (*) are not allowed.
(*) For example: reusing or tracing existing typefaces,
or designs that closely resemble the structure of exist-
ing typefaces.

+ Fonts that are available for purchase or download on
any website, regardless of whether they are for com-
mercial or non-commercial use, paid or free.

+ Works that have been licensed to others (including
the lending or transferring of copyright or usage rights,
or the provision of licenses), regardless of whether for
payment or free.

+ Works that are currently under negotiation with oth-
ers.

+ Works that infringe on the rights of others.

+ Publicly revealing the entry ID in association with
the author before the announcement of the judging
results.

Rights

The copyright of the submitted works remains with
the respective entrants.

However, Morisawa Inc. will have exclusive negotiation
rights for the commercialization of all winning entries
for a period of 6 months from the date of the results
announcement. During this period, entrants of the
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winning works may not engage in any negotiations,
contracts, memorandums, arrangements, etc., regard-
ing the commercialization or licensing of these win-
ning works with any third party other than Morisawa
Inc. without written permission from Morisawa Inc.
Morisawa Inc. also reserves the right to negoti-
ate the commercialization of non-winning entries.
However, this does not prevent third parties other
than Morisawa Inc. from negotiating with the entrants
regarding the commercialization of these non-winning
entries.

Entrants are deemed to agree to the following re-
garding their submissions

We cannot accommodate requests for modification or
return of the submitted work files.

For entries submitted for Fan Favorite, part or all the
work may be published on the official website.

For winning entries, part or all the work may be pub-
lished in press releases, award collections, exhibitions,
etc.

Regarding Prizes

If subject to withholding tax, the organizer will handle
the withholding procedures. Entrants may be required
to prepare necessary documents for these procedures,
and it may take some time for the funds to be trans-
ferred.

Other (Disclaimer)

In the event that any third-party claims, including but
not limited to, allegations of imitation or infringement
of rights, are made concerning the submitted works,
the entrants shall address such claims and ensure that
no harm comes to the organizer. Furthermore, in such
cases, the entrants shall cooperate with the organizer
to resolve any such claims or disputes upon the organ-
izer's request.

While the competition is conducted with the utmost
care by the organizer, the organizer shall not be liable
for any damages suffered by the entrants in relation to
their submission or participation in the competition,
except in cases of intentional misconduct or gross
negligence by the organizer.

Any matters not specified in this Entry Requirements
shall ultimately be determined at the discretion of the
organizer.

Organizer

Morisawa Inc.

We accept inquiries through our official website.



Format and Specifications / Morisawa Award

The designated characters for each language are
presented on the entry sheets. For each submission
(typeface), please create each entry sheet according
to the following instructions.

Sheets other than those specified in the format speci-
fications will not be considered in the judging process.
Each entry sheet is created using existing typefaces
for the reference of the applicants.

Common rules for all entry sheets

 Entry sheets should be marked on the upper right-
hand corner with the “Work ID"” provided at the time
of your entry in the official website. Show the ID with
14pt (5mm) sans-serif typeface and outline it to elimi-
nate any problems in outputting.

« Entry sheets must be submitted in a PDF file. Make
sure it is properly opened by Acrobat Reader.

* Entry sheets must be A3 in size (297 mm x 420 mm,
within £3 mm allowance). Make sure to set at least
10mm margin on the left, right, top and bottom side
of the page.

* Blank space must be white and typeface color must
be black (K100%) only.

 Create the entry sheets using the same design of
characters created in Sheets A.

* When creating the entry sheets, there are no re-
strictions on the method, including using outline data
or embedding images. However, to avoid any issues
during printing, please convert everything (including
fonts) to outline data before creating a PDF file.

+ Scanned images must have resolution of at least 600
dpi. Ensure they are created in monochrome binary
(composed only of black and white, without the ability
to express intermediate colors).

Prohibited actions:

« Mentioning the entrant’s name or affiliated organi-
zation.

* Including the font name in the text.

» Writing content that violates public order and mor-
als.

+ Using fonts other than the ones submitted

- Text or names that involve trademarks or rights of
other companies.

« Use of graphics, photos, images or anything other
than fonts.

Rules for Each Entry Sheet
* All designated characters

Latin: Sheet A

Japanese: Sheet 1

Simplified Chinese: Sheet 1

Traditional Chinese: Sheet 1

Hangeul: Sheet 1 (horizontal typesetting / vertical
typesetting)

This is an enlargement sample and list of the des-
ignated characters. Please arrange the designated
characters as shown in the sample. Each character
is enclosed in a thin border representing a full-width
(virtual body) space.

Please follow the captions of each entry sheet for line
spacing and character size.

For rows of alphabets and numbers, create and ar-
range each character considering its respective width.
However, creating alphabets is not mandatory for the
Japanese, Simplified Chinese, Traditional Chinese, and
Hangeul categories.

For the Hangeul category, please submit either hori-
zontal or vertical typesetting. Submissions in both
typesetting are also acceptable. Additionally, some
characters appear several times in the designated
characters for the Hangeul category, please arrange
them as shown in the sample.

* Typesetting Sample

Latin: Sheet A

Japanese: Sheet 2

Simplified Chinese: Sheet 2

Traditional Chinese: Sheet 2

Hangeul: Sheet 2 (horizontal typesetting / vertical
typesetting)

Please typeset the same text as the sample, following
each entry sheet.

Set the spacing between characters according to the
captions of each entry sheet.

For the Hangeul category, fill and submit a sheet with
the same typesetting direction as created for all the
challenge characters (Sheet 1).
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* Open Assignment

Latin: Sheet B

Japanese: Sheet 3

Simplified Chinese: Sheet 3

Traditional Chinese: Sheet 3

Hangeul: Sheet 3 (horizontal typesetting / vertical
typesetting)

Please freely present your submission to best show-
case the effects of your typesetting.

The size of characters, typesetting, and combination
of typefaces are all up to you. You may also create and
use characters not specified in the assignment.
However, texts that include the applicant’s name, the
name of their affiliated organization, the name of the
typeface, etc., cannot be used. Typefaces other than
those created for the submission cannot be used ei-
ther.

Furthermore, texts or names that infringe on the rights
of other companies are not permitted.

The usable space is limited to within 400mm x 277mm
as shown in the sample (the margins of 10mm on all
sides are not to be used).
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